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Butler Community
College teacher
Linda Waplehorst
helps a student in
an Andover, Kan.,
college orientation
course that is a
blend between
classroom and
online work.

‘If You Build It, They Will Come’ for
Blended Online Learning, Butler Finds
ICHITA, Kan. (AP) —
Butler Community College student Steven Lee
had never taken an online class
before, so he thought a “blended”
learning class with half the work
in a classroom and half on the
computer would be a way to try
online learning.
The blended English class
saves him almost an hour roundtrip drive to campus every other
week.
“It’s one extra day I can make
money,” Lee said. “And it saves
gas.”
Online course offerings are
rapidly expanding at several
Wichita-area colleges this year and
the schools expect to add more eschooling options in the future as
more students demand them for
convenience.
This is the first year Butler has
offered blended learning classes,
partly in response to growing concern among students about rising
gas costs.
Online course enrollment has
risen about 20 percent each year

W

This year, more than 2,000 of Butler’s estimated 8,000 students are taking online
courses, with a total of about 10,000 credit
hours earned over the Internet.

for the past five years at Butler,
said Meg McGranaghan, director
of instructional technology for the
multi-campus school.
This year, more than 2,000 of
Butler’s estimated 8,000 students
are taking online courses, with a
total of about 10,000 credit hours
earned over the Internet, Butler
officials said.
“The phrase, ‘If you build it,
they will come,’ is true for online
learning,” McGranaghan said.
About 650 students enrolled in
the blended course pilot program.
“For a pilot, that’s very successful,” McGranaghan said.
Butler’s online-only courses
target nontraditional students, or
those older than 25, who have the
self-discipline to earn their degrees

outside the classroom. Blended
classes are intended to help undergraduates fresh out of high school
save some time and money but still
have the structure and accountability of meeting in a classroom every
other week, she said.
Friends University has offered
the part-online and part-classroom
courses, which it calls “hybrid”
courses, as well as online-only
courses for several years, said
John Yoder, the school’s vice president for academic affairs.
“The national trends for online
programs and courses is increasing, and I suspect the increases in
prices in gas are going to fuel that
trend,” he said.
Most students who take online
courses at Friends live within 15

miles of the university, Yoder said.
“It really is a convenience factor,”
he said.
At Wichita State University,
the majority of students enrolled in
about 70 online courses are from
Sedgwick County, said Keith
Pickus, the school’s associate
provost of academic affairs.
“For students working, it’s a
question of access,” he said.
The greatest growth in online
courses has been in master’s
degree programs, because those
students tend to have day jobs, he
said.
He said WSU’s gerontology
program saw declining graduate
enrollment until the department
added online courses. Now, enrollment has grown and the master’s
degree is offered only online.
Mark Jarvis, a Butler English
professor, used his three-hour class
time one recent Wednesday to
allow the 22 students in a blendedlearning class to meet each other in
a type of academic “speed dating.”
Each student spoke to a classmate for two minutes about the

class or college life before moving
on. “They could work individually
online, but there’s a lot to be said
for face-to-face interaction,” Jarvis
said. “They come in here and
apply it.”
While the class was together,
he also showed students how to
access readings online, discussed
class requirements and distributed
laptops so students could write one
of the 100 journal entries required
this semester.
Student Amanda Jarvis, who is
not related to her professor, said a
blended course was an expedient
way to complete a requirement.
“It’s nice to come in only every
other week, especially in a morning class,” she said. The part-time
student said she often does most of
the online assignments at home on
weekends because she works during the week.
Santosh Shrestha, from Nepal,
said he was impressed with the
blended-learning concept, which
provides a smaller class size and
saves him a biweekly trip from the
main campus 14 miles away in El
Dorado.
There, he shares computer and
Internet access with roommates,
but he said by being flexible, he
has been able to complete the
online course work so far.
“If you make up your mind,
you can do well in a blended
course,” Shrestha said.
Based on interactions with students and the success of online
master’s degree and nursing programs, Wichita State officials last
year launched an initiative to
expand online-only programs,
Pickus said.
Details are being worked out,
but he said Wichita State is teaching faculty members how to create
online courses, which could cost
WSU more to start than traditional
classes.
Upgrading computers, hiring
more tech support and limiting
class sizes to 40 students could
mean an online class costs more
than placing a professor in front of
200 students in a lecture hall, he
said.
Online students have to be
more engaged with their professors, Pickus added. They can’t
blend with the crowd as some do
in classrooms.
And professors must respond
to each student personally.
“Online learning is more labor
intensive to teach,” Pickus said. “It
makes students into active learners.”
Friends University may
expand degrees offered exclusively online, such as a master’s in
teaching, which has attracted students as far away as Alaska, Yoder
said.
He added that online programs
“force us as an institution to sort of
go back and think in a fresh way
what we teach.”
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Report Finds Advanced Math
Students Faltering at Algebra
ASHINGTON (AP) —
More kids than ever
take algebra in eighth
grade but are not necessarily
learning more math, private
researchers report.
In fact, while eighth-graders
are doing better on national math
tests, students in advanced classes
are faring worse, according to the
study being released by the
Brookings Institution.
In Michigan and nationally,
38 percent of eighth graders took
advanced math.
“We have kids who are misplaced in their math classes,”’
said Tom Loveless, the study’s
author. “They don’t know very
much math at all and yet they’re
taking courses in advanced
math.”
The study takes a provocative
look at a subject many people
view as a matter of racial equality. Once unavailable to many
minority and poor children, algebra is becoming widely accepted
as a must-have for eighth-graders.
Algebra is considered a “gateway” course for higher learning.
Students who take it that year are
on track for calculus as seniors.
President Clinton made eighth-
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grade algebra a priority, and an
influential 1995 book labeled
algebra “The New Civil Right.”
Enrollment doubled from
1990 to 2007, when nearly onethird of all eighth-graders were
taking algebra. In July, California
decided that all eighth-graders
should take algebra; Minnesota
did so in 2006.
But the study says many kids
sitting in algebra class are unprepared. Eighth-grade math scores
have dropped for algebra students
even as overall scores have
improved.
The study was based on The
National Assessment of Educational Progress, often called the
nation’s report card. That assessment is the only uniform benchmark of how well kids are learning.
In particular, the report looked
at low-achieving students. Among
the findings:
* Enrollment of low achievers
— those who score in the bottom
10 percent — has more than doubled in eighth-grade algebra.
* The overwhelming number
of low-achieving students are
black and Hispanic and attend big
urban, high-poverty schools

W R O N G W AY
The study says
many kids sitting in
algebra class are
unprepared. Eighthgrade math scores
have dropped for
algebra students
even as overall
scores have
improved.

where they are more likely to fall
through the cracks.
* Teachers of low achievers
have less experience, fewer formal credentials and weaker math
training.
The study is alarming to some
advocates who worry its focus
will add to an argument that
minority and low-income kids
should not take the class. The
report’s title is “The Misplaced
Math Student: Lost in Eighth-

Grade Algebra.”’
“So what’s the alternative —
to let them continue in eighth
grade to take low-level or basic
math?” asked William H.
Schmidt, a Michigan State University professor of statistics and
education.
“Why would we do that to our
children, especially to these
minority kids who need to be
given a better shot to succeed?”
he asked. “My big worry is people will use this to say, ‘Aha, see,
it ain’t working, let’s put these
kids back where they belong.’”
Schmidt pointed out that kids
in dozens of other countries are
required to take algebra in eighth
grade or even earlier. Yet he
agrees with Loveless that U.S.
students desperately need better
preparation.
Math is not like other subjects, said R. James Milgram, a
Stanford University mathematician. It is hierarchical, with firstgrade math forming the foundation for second-grade math and so
on.
“It takes six to eight years of
solid math to prepare kids to be
ready to take algebra,” Milgram
said. “So if you do not learn the

support, you collapse at a certain
point. You simply cannot go further.”
Milgram did not work on this
study, but he has worked with
Loveless on other research in the
field.
Vern Williams, a nationally
recognized math teacher in Fairfax County, Va., said the campaign for eighth-grade algebra
can result in classes that aren’t
really algebra.
“Unless a kid is ready for a
real algebra course, you do one of
two things: either you give the kid
a low grade, which means you’re
admitting the kid wasn’t prepared, or you make the course
watered-down,” Williams said.
“It’s algebra in name only,” he
said.
That is another point the study
makes. In the end, Loveless
argues it does more harm than
good to put unprepared students
in what he called “fake” algebra
classes taught by under-prepared
teachers.
“It’s not a good thing, and it
does not lead to equity,” Loveless
said. “It might make everyone
feel better, but the whole arrangement is counterfeit.”
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Florida College Students Lose Suit Against Textbook Vendor
BY IAN FREEDMAN AND ERIC FREEDMAN
federal judge in Florida has dismissed a lawsuit that accused a
community college bookstore
operator of breach of contract, conspiracy
and deceptive business practices stemming from its pricing policies for used
textbooks.
Two Daytona Beach Community College students failed to provide sufficient
evidence of wrongdoing to justify a trial
in their suit against Follett Higher Education Group Inc., U.S. District Judge John
Antoon II ruled.
Daytona Beach Community College
became a four-year college in May and
was renamed Daytona State College
under legislation that allowed nine community colleges in the state to offer more
bachelor’s degrees.
The company has operated the bookstores on Daytona Beach campuses since
1985, paying the college a commission
based on the percentage of the stores’
yearly gross revenues, the court decision
said.
The contract required Follett to sell
used books for not more than 75 percent
of the price of a new book and to repur-
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THE TERMS
chase used books at not
than the 75 percent
less than 50 percent of
maximum for a used
the retail price.
algebra book, also due
The contract
The Illinois-based
to rounding.
requires
bookseller
company is the largest
A class action suit
Follett
to
sell
used
operator of college
by students Thomas
books for not more
bookstores in North
Rebman and Danny
America, with more
Brandner alleged that
than 75 percent of
than 700 locations.
DBCC students were
the cost of a new
At the heart of the
routinely overcharged
book
and
repurcase filed in 2006 was
and underpaid in their
chase used books at
Follett’s practice of
purchase and sale of
rounding up the resale
used textbooks at Folnot less than 50 perprices, and rounding up
lett-operated bookcent of retail price.
or down the buyback
stores.
prices for used textThey asserted that
books.
a conspiracy between
Under that practice,
DBCC and Follett was
prices were rounded up to the nearest 25 intended to boost Follett’s profit margin
cents. Follett officials testified that the and the college’s commissions.
practice is common in the bookstore
Follett denied any improprieties. The
industry.
college was originally named as a codeDue to rounding, for example, Follett fendant but was later dropped from the
paid only $56.25 for a used copy of an case.
algebra text retailing new for $112.75 —
When asked for an estimate of the
or 12 cents less than 50 percent of a new overall costs of rounding, Tom Kline, a
book’s cost, the court’s decision said. media representative for Follett, said, “To
Similarly, Follett charged 7 cents more really understand the impact of rounding,

literally each and every bookstore transaction would have to be collected and
analyzed. We did provide Rebman
enough detailed data from which he could
have calculated the amount of this claim,
but to my knowledge he never did.”
Kline added, “We did not and we do
not have any other suits that are similar to
this.”
Attorneys for Rebman and Brandner
did not return calls seeking comment.
In throwing out the case, Antoon held
that Rebman and Brandner failed to show
that student customers were clearly
intended to be beneficiaries of the college’s contract with Follett. Therefore, he
wrote, they have no legal right to sue to
enforce the terms of the contract.
Second, Antoon said there was no
proof that the company’s rounding policy
“is likely to mislead consumers or offends
established public policy, is immoral,
unethical, oppressive, unscrupulous or
substantially injurious to consumers”
under Florida law.
Finally, he said there is no basis for a
civil conspiracy claim without some
underlying wrongdoing.
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Rhode Island’s
Colleges Weigh
Tuition Hikes to
Bridge Cost Gap

At Rhode Island College and
the Community College of Rhode
Island, student costs would rise by
$200.

PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) —
Rhode Island’s three public colleges are weighing tuition and fee
increases as a last resort to make
up for a budget gap caused by last
minute cuts this summer.
The colleges say they need
another $4.5 million to bridge the
gap in their budgets and are asking for the fee hikes, which could
be approved soon by the Board of
Governors for Higher Education.
If approved, tuition and fees at
the University of Rhode Island
would rise by $250 per student for
the spring semester — a nearly 7
percent increase over the fall.
That would bring the tuition for
in-state students to $3,977 next
spring, not including room and
board.

Typo in College
Handbook Spurs
Apology from
School President
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) —
The president of an Iowa college
says he’s sorry about an unfortunate and offensive typo in a
school handbook.
A calendar entry for Feb. 16,
2009, was supposed to read
“Black History Lunch and
Learn.” Instead, it says, “Black
History Linch and Learn.”
It sounds like “lynch,” a term
commonly used for hangings of
blacks by white mobs, often in the
once-segregated South.
The handbook was distributed

to about 10,000 students before
the mistake was discovered.
Des Moines Area Community
College president Rob Denson
said stickers are available to place
over the entry, which will be corrected in the next printing.

N.C. Counties’
Bond Plans Are
On Hold Thanks
To Credit Crisis
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —
Officials in North Carolina’s
Wake and Durham counties say
the nation’s financial crisis is
making it hard to borrow for construction projects, including at
Wake Technical Community College.
Wake County has delayed
plans to sell $454 million in
bonds in the past two weeks and
Durham County’s effort to borrow failed because no lenders bid

on its offering.
Both counties have AAA credit ratings, the highest possible,
which indicates they are among
the safest borrowers.
Wake County manager David
Cooke says the county has
enough money to wait. But longterm problems could delay construction of schools and libraries,
as well as projects at Wake Technical Community College.

Iowa’s DMACC
Gets Grant
To Establish
Cyber Crime Unit
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) —
The Des Moines Area Community College will receive more than
$1.6 million in federal aid to
establish an Electronic Crime
Institute.
Sen. Tom Harkin (D-Iowa)

said the Justice Department funding will help boost DMACC’s
technology and improve the quality of education at the school.
Sen. Charles Grassley (RIowa) said the money provides
resources for criminal justice students, current law enforcement
and the public in an effort to prevent cyber crime.
The Electronic Crime Institute
will provide digital forensics
training and more technology to
work on such cyber crimes as
identity theft.

N. C. Board
Chairman
Defends
Aviation Program
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) —
Robeson Community College is
taking issue with a report by
See Briefs, pg. 23, col. 1
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North Carolina auditors that
questions its aviation program
and the cost of some office furniture.
State Auditor Les Merritt’s
office said that only 28 students
had enrolled for aviation courses
at the school over three academic
years, at a cost of more than
$300,000. Merritt said the money
could have been put to better use.
College Board Chairman
George Regan said the program
has cost the state little extra and
has potential for growth in the
next three years.
Merritt’s office also questioned Robeson President Charles
Chrestman’s spending $17,000 to
buy furniture and other items.
Regan said the purchases
replaced furniture that was more
than 30 years old. The college’s
staff is reviewing how the furniture was bought.

Miss. County
Class of 2009
Gets Pledge Of
Free Tuition
FULTON, Miss. (AP — Students in Itawamba County are
being guaranteed two years of
tuition at Itawamba Community
College.
Randy Kelley of the Three
Rivers Planning and Development District said the district
will contribute up to $25,000
annually to the Itawamba County program and offer matching
grants to its other counties —
Lee, Monroe, Pontotoc and
Chickasaw.
Other funding will come
from the city of Fulton and the
Itawamba County Board of
Supervisors, as well as private
donors.

The tuition guarantees start
with the Class of 2009.

Student To
Face Charges
In Dormitor y
Room Fire
POPLARVILLE, Miss. (AP)
— A Pearl River Community
College student faces misdemeanor charges of malicious
mischief after officials say
exploding fireworks in a dormitory room triggered a small fire.
Authorities did not identify
the student or say what, if any,
disciplinary action was pending.
Adam Breerwood, dean of
student services, said the fire
started when fireworks exploded in a men’s dormitory room.
The fire was contained to the

one room.
Breerwood says the sprinkler system and fire alarms activated and students were safely
evacuated. No injuries were
reported.

New Montana
Site Focuses on
Clean Energy
Training
BUTTE, Mont. (AP) —
Gov. Brian Schweitzer and the
State Board of Regents have
unveiled a website that gives
those interested in “green” energy a way to learn about industry
opportunities in Montana and to
find online classes to prepare
for jobs in the field.
The new Montana Green
Campus combines two of the

governor’s pet projects —
developing clean energy industries in Montana and offering
residents more online education.
The website allows a worker
in rural Montana to learn about
green energy job opportunities
in the state and to sign up for
Internet classes to retrain for
those jobs, Schweitzer said.
“I can’t expect somebody
from Lewistown to move to
Bozeman or Missoula” so they
can change careers and work on
wind turbines, the governor
said.
The site also includes a map
showing where 38 green energy
projects are already under way
around the state.
Also available is information about university research
on fuel cells, hybrid energy, carbon sequestration and green
construction.
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Computer Chips To Be Used To Foil Cactus Thieves
UCSON, Arizona (AP) -Anyone thinking of stealing a saguaro cactus from
the Arizona desert could soon be
hauling off more than just a giant
plant.
U.S. National Park Service
officials plan to imbed microchips
in Arizona’s signature plant to
protect them from thieves, who
rip them from the desert to sell
them to landscapers, nurseries
and homeowners.
The primary objective is
deterrence, but the chips would
also aid in tracking down and
identifying stolen saguaros, said
Bob Love, chief ranger at southern Arizona’s Saguaro National
Park.
“There’s probably more of it
that occurs than we’re aware of,”
Love said.
Last year, 17 saguaros were
dug up and stashed for transportation later. The culprits were

T

caught, Love said. In other cases,
three to five plants have been
taken at a time.
Saguaros are unique to the
Sonoran Desert, 120,000 square
miles covering portions of Arizona, California and the northern
Mexican states of Baja California
and Sonora.
They’re majestic giants that
can grow to heights of 50 feet,
sprout gaggles of arms and weigh
several tons. They can take 50
years to flower and 70 years
before sprouting an arm. And they
help identify Arizona’s landscape
in everything from Roadrunner
cartoons to the back of the state
quarter.
A 2000 census of Saguaro
National Park, a 91,000-acre park
outside Tucson, estimated there
were 1.3 million saguaros.
The number of saguaros
statewide is anyone’s guess.
“How many stars are there in the

sky?’’ said Jim McGinnis, who
supervises the Arizona Department of Agriculture’s office of
special investigations.
Plant pilferers typically target
the relatively young and small
specimens in the 4- to 7-foot
range _ which are probably 30 to
50 years old. Plants of that size
typically fit in the bed of a pickup
truck; bigger ones require heavy
equipment to lift and larger vehicles to haul them.
They typically can fetch
$1,000 or more.
“Saguaros are the plant that
gets the most money,” McGinnis
said. “Everybody wants a saguaro
in their front yard.”
Officials at Saguaro National
Park are now planning the
microchip project, which must
first undergo a lengthy environmental compliance study to
ensure the chips don’t harm the
plants themselves or create air

quality, soil or endangered
species issues, said Love, the park
ranger.
Under the program, a
microchip like those implanted to
identify dogs and other pets
would be inserted an inch deep
into the plant with a large syringe.
The microchips do not emit a signal. Instead, each is uniquely
encoded, and waving a special
wand within about a foot powers
the chip to send back its code.
Love said it was common to
see trucks carrying cactus on
roads that intersect the park. “So
if we saw something like that, we
could momentarily stop them and
wave these wands over them,” he
said.
Officials could also check the
saguaros being sold at nurseries
or landscape businesses to see if
they came from the park, ``particularly if we knew that a theft had
occurred,’’ he said.

There’s federal precedent for
cactus-chipping. The Lake Mead
National Recreation Area in Arizona and Nevada began putting
microchips in barrel cactuses in
1999 after getting reports of
poaching from park visitors.
“Not only has it helped us
with reducing the level of cactus
that’s being poached, but it also
has helped us with cataloging our
resources within the park,” said
Lake Mead spokesman Andrew
Munoz.
The microchips cost about $4
to $4.50 each. Wands or scanners
to read them range from $500 to
$2,500, Love said. Other costs
would include labor needed to
insert the chips and monitor for
cactus thefts.
“We would likely not just go
out and implant, but would gather data, GPS the locations, and
record heights and widths and
measures,” Love said.

www.ccweek.com

October 20, 2008

25

around campus

bout 150 high school and middle
school students recently spent the
day at Florida’s Seminole Community College preparing for their performance in the All-County Chorus Concert.
Throughout the day, the students practiced
vocal techniques, rehearsed musical numbers and interacted with members of SeminoleSound, SCC’s vocal jazz ensemble. The
concert has been an annual event on and off
for the last 30 years. Music directors at each
Seminole County middle and high school
select the most talented students to participate, and Bill Reinecke, music curriculum
specialist for Seminole County Public
Schools, selects the clinicians. For the students, it’s a daylong immersion in music.

A

spirit of partnership between Northeast Iowa Community College,
community organizations and high
school district leaders in the area around
Oelwein, Iowa, resulted in the state’s first
academy devoted to math and science
instruction. The Regional Academy for
Math and Science opened Aug. 21, the
beginning of Northeast Iowa’s fall semester.
The college and area high schools, joined by
the University of Northern Iowa, formed the
academy to offer advanced math, science
and technology coursework to high school
and college students, high school teachers
and community residents. The educational
consortium and the academy’s numerous
financial supporters envision the facility
meeting several needs throughout northeast
Iowa: increasing the number of middle
school students interested in math and science; increasing the coursework available to
high school students in rural schools in
northeast Iowa; providing advanced degree
coursework for teachers who want to
improve the quality and content of their high

A

Students from Jackson Heights Middle School in Oviedo, Fla.,
participated in the All-County Chorus at Seminole Community College.

school courses, and developing the math
and science skills of the region’s workforce
to meet employment needs in emerging
fields such as bioscience and advanced manufacturing technology.
ire science students at Macomb Community College now have a new set of
tools to learn about the latest in special
hazards fire extinguisher systems. Over the
summer, a large simulator was installed in a
classroom on the college’s Center Campus
in Clinton Township, Mich., to demonstrate
the various types of extinguisher systems

F

that are often installed in industrial and
commercial settings. The systems are used
in a variety of settings where water can’t be
used to put out fires, such as in computer
networking rooms or where other sophisticated electronic systems would be destroyed
by water. When area firefighters respond to
fires in these types of settings, they often
arrive to find an extinguisher system that
has already discharged, meaning there can
be different types of chemical agents present
and the systems themselves need to be
turned off or otherwise reconfigured. The
simulator, which cost about $25,000 to

Ken Staelgraeve, professor of fire
science at Macomb Community
College, stands next to a special
hazards fire training simulator in a
classroom at the college’s Center
Campus in Clinton Township, Mich.

install, was paid for using an $80,000
federal grant. The remainder of the grant
was used to purchase a trailer that is
equipped with a number of different types of
extinguisher systems. Combined, the
classroom and the trailer allow the fire
science faculty a great deal of flexibility to
provide instruction over a wide variety of
extinguisher systems and in several different
settings.

grants&gifts
The Queensborough Community College nursing program, one
of the largest associate degree
programs in New York, has been
selected to participate as an educational partner in a $375,000
grant funded by the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation and the
Jonas Center for Nursing Excellence. With more than 6,000
graduates since 1967, the
Queensborough nursing program
has been lauded for helping to
alleviate New York City’s nursing
shortage, and is recognized for
the diversity of its students, most
of whom are African-American,
Asian or Latino. In fact, 70 percent of students enrolled in the
Queensborough nursing program
were born outside of the United
States. The nursing program at
Queensborough is also the major
educator of registered nurses in
Queens. The program boasts the
latest in healthcare technology in
the form of a virtual hospital that

in nursing.

An Queensborough CC instructor and a
student work on a patient simulator.

allows more than 350 students a
year to practice their skills on
life-like mannequins that mimic
human physiological life signs.
The goal of the grant is to allevi-

Central Maine machine tool instructor
Devin Watson and student Caryn Fredsall
examine a machine part that has just
been fabricated by the machine that is
directly behind them.

ate the chronic nursing shortage
in New York by increasing the
number of professional nurses
educated at the baccalaureate
level ready to pursue graduate

education. To achieve that goal,
Queensborough has formed a
partnership with Hunter College
to develop a dual/joint associate/baccalaureate degree program

The National Science Foundation
has announced that Central
Maine Community College has
been awarded a major Advanced
Technological Education Grant.
The $1.3 million will enable the
College to build a “Virtual
Ideation Platform.” The project
involves installing cameras on
equipment, allowing Central
Maine students who make
machine parts to communicate
directly with students at other
colleges who design machine
parts. The project will enable students working in both areas to
communicate more effectively
and collaborate remotely via the
Internet. The Virtual Ideation
Platform will also enable Central
Maine machine tool students to
conduct real-time assessment of
component
and
assembly
designs.
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faculty lounge
wo of West Shore Community College’s faculty members have been sharing their
knowledge with the academic
world beyond the college’s campus in Scottsville, Mich.. Recently,
Geoff Kramer and Mike Nagle
have completed instructional
material available to students anywhere.
Kramer was the lead writer on
a revision of Introduction to Clinical Psychology textbook, written
for an upper-level undergraduate
or a lower-level graduate class.
This seventh edition book was
published by Prentice Hall.
Kramer is a professor of psychology at the college. He received his
master’s in clinical psychology
from Central Michigan University
and his doctorate in social psychology from Michigan State University after working several years
in the clinical psychology field.
While Kramer helped revise a
traditional textbook, Nagle was
busy working on a project to sup-

T

plement traditional textbook learning. Nagle created a series of PowerPoint presentations for use by
students enrolled in online history
classes. The presentations are
interactive with hyperlinks and
include a lecture. Each lesson can
be completed in about 20 minutes.
Nagle originally developed the
American history lessons for an
online class and sent a demonstration to book publisher HoughtonMifflin to see if it was a product
they might be interested in. In
May 2006, Houghton-Mifflin said
the company was indeed interested in the project and needed it by
Aug. 1. Nagle spent the summer
completing the series of PowerPoint lectures. Sixteen of the lectures cover American history up to
the Civil War and sixteen cover
the period since then. The lectures,
called LecturePoint, are designed
for a lower division undergraduate
introduction to American history
class or an advanced placement
history class.

Geoff Kramer

Mike Nagle

honors&awards
In recognition of his distinguished record of dedication
to the Hispanic community
in Cicero and the greater
Chicago area, Morton College Board of Trustee member Frank Aguilar received
a Hispanic Heritage Community Award. Aguilar has
been a trustee since 2006. He
currently serves as the
board’s vice chairman.
Aguilar is the community
affairs director for the town
of Cicero. Aguilar, a former
state representative, also
heads up the Larry Dominick
Literacy Program designed
to improve the reading skills
of Cicero School District 99
grammar school students.
Aguilar earned his bachelor’s
degree in philosophy from
Loyola University of Chicago and his master’s in public
administration from Roosevelt University.
Portland Community College President
Preston Pulliams was awarded the
regional CEO of the Year award for 2008
by the Association of Community College
Trustees. Pulliams is in his fifth year at the
college and is a member of the Oregon
State Board of Higher Education. He came
to PCC after serving as vice-chancellor for
community colleges for the State University of New York, where he coordinated
and directed the activities of the 30 community colleges in the New York system.
Before joining the administration, Pulliams served as president of Orange County Community College in Middletown,

ogy at Central Piedmont
helps the college meet the
national demand for skilled
automotive technicians as
the industry faces a severe
labor shortage. Thousands of
Central Piedmont students
each year receive instruction
in the 35,000-square-foot,
state-of-the-art facility which
boasts six classrooms and six
labs equipped with the latest
in electrical and diagnostic
equipment.

Frank Aguilar

N.Y., from 1997 to 2003. From 1993 to
1997 he was president of the Highland
Lakes Campus of the Oakland Community College District in Bloomfield Hills,
Mich. Pulliams is a community college
graduate, earning his associate’s degree
from Muskegon Community College. He
also received a bachelor’s degree in social
science from Michigan State University, a
master’s degree in counseling and personnel from Western Michigan University
and doctorate in educational administration from the University of Michigan.
The Hendrick Automotive Group has
been recognized with the Charlotte

M. Vali Siadat

Chamber of Commerce’s distinguished
“Innovation in Education” Award for
helping Central Piedmont Community
College in North Carolina become a
leader in technical instruction through the
creation of the Joe Hendrick Center for
Automotive Technology at the College’s
Levine Campus in south Charlotte. Central Piedmont nominated Hendrick for the
award, which recognizes local businesses
for their use of creative or innovation
solutions to improve the performance of
local educational institutions, or stimulate
creative or innovative thinking in students. Launched in May 2007, the Joe
Hendrick Center for Automotive Technol-

M. Vali Siadat, distinguished professor of mathematics at Richard J. Daley
College in Chicago, is the
recipient of the Mathematical Association of America’s highest honor: The
Deborah and Franklin Tepper Haimo Award for Distinguished Teaching of
Mathematics. This is the
first time that the prestigious award has gone to a professor at a
two-year college. Past award recipients
have come from such elite institutions as
Harvard University, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, the University
of Chicago and the University of California. The Haimo Award, bestowed
annually on a mathematician for excellence in teaching, was given to Siadat
for his lifetime dedication to his students
and their academic success. Known for
using innovative approaches to help students achieve their educational goals,
Siadat travels nationally to speak about
improving undergraduate mathematics
education in the country.
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APPOINTMENTS

Bill Brown

Susan May

Barbara Burrows

Kari Busch

Carolyn Head

Bill Brown has been named as the
new dean of the technology division at Johnson County Community College in Overland Park, Kan.
Brown, who has a bachelor’s
degree in industrial technology
and master’s degree in vocationaltechnical education both from
Pittsburg State University, has
been at the college since January
1999. He has served as assistant
dean of industrial technology programs and most recently as interim
dean of the business and technology division. During his tenure at
Johnson, he authored several grant
proposals that were funded by the
SBC Foundation and Kansas
Department of Commerce.

experience spans nearly 20 years.

tration for the achievement of successful teaching and learning
through faculty and support staff.
Busch has a master of science
degree in educational leadership
from Southwest Minnesota State
University and an undergraduate
degree in public and business
administration from Winona State
University.

to serve a second tenure at Southwest Tennessee Community College, this time as executive director of library services. Her responsibilities include supervising a new
$17 million library, set to open on
the Macon Cove campus in
November. She managed and
oversaw the development and
evaluation of library operation and
personnel services for the former
Shelby State Community College

Library as library director from
1993-97. Head returns to the college with impressive credentials,
including 30 years of leadership,
management and supervisory
experience. She graduated from
Tennessee State University with a
bachelor of science degree in sociology and earned a master of
library science degree in urban
librarianship from Case Western
Reserve University.

The Fox Valley Technical College
Board of Trustees has announced
that Susan May will become the
new president of the college, located in Appleton, Wis. May most
recently served as executive vicepresident and chief academic officer at the college. May has held the
position of executive vice-president since July 2005 and chief academic officer since February 1997.
Her academic credentials include a
bachelor’s degree in education and
a master’s degree in vocational
education administration, both
from the University of WisconsinStout. She earned her doctorate in
vocational, technical and occupational education from Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Central Florida Community College in Ocala, Fla., has announced
the appointment of Barbara Burrows as vice president for instructional affairs. Burrows came to
Ocala from Marshalltown Community College in Iowa and previously served as associate dean of
liberal arts at the downtown campus of Florida Community College
at Jacksonville. Burrows earned
bachelor of science and master of
arts degrees in teaching at University of Florida and her doctorate in
educational administration with a
specialization in community college leadership from the University of Texas at Austin. Her teaching

Kari Busch has been appointed as
dean of academic affairs for the
health, science and services unit at
Riverland Community College in
Minnesota. Busch has served as
interim academic dean for these
areas over the past year. As academic dean, Busch will provide
learner-centered leadership, management, evaluation, and adminis-

Appointments
Submissions
Guidelines
Submissions should be brief and
include the following information about
the individual:
Name
Description of new position
His or her most recent job (before
taking new position)
Educational background, including
degrees earned and institutions
from which they were earned.
Please send information to
Community College Week using the
following e-mail address:
editor@ccweek.com

Carolyn Head has been selected

Community College
Baccalaureate Association
Journal of Access and Success
Submission Deadline:
November 14
Ninth International Conference
Access and Success
March 13 - 15, 2009
Reno-Tahoe, Nevada
Conference Proposal Deadline:
October 15
WWW.ACCBD.org
239-947-8085
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October 30-Nov. 1, 2008
2009 NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Community College Humanities
Association
Chicago, IL
www.ccha-assoc.org/

Event listings are free!
Send entries to:
Community College Week
P.O. Box 1305 1918 , Fairfax, VA 22038
FAX: (703) 978-3933 or via E-mail: ads@ccweek.com

OCTOBER
October 22-24, 2008
WVCCA/WVADE CONFERENCE
(West Virginia Community College
Association/West Virginia Association
of Developmental Education)
“Transformation and Transitions”
Parks Wilson Lodge
Wheeling, WV
Linda Dudash; lduash@wvncc.edu
www.vctcs.org
October 22 - 26, 2008
2008 ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE,
North American Council for Staff,
Program and Organizational
Development (NCSPOD)
Reno/Sparks/Lake Tahoe, NV
"Weaving Patterns of Practice"
This will be a joint conference with
the Professional and Organizational
Development Network. (POD).
www.ncspod.org
October 29-31, 2007
FIFTEENTH NATIONAL ATE
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR
CONFERENCE FOUNDATION
Contact Ellen Hause:

NOVEMBER

ehause@aacc.nche.edu
www.aacc.nche.edu/ateprogram

November 6, 2008
WORLDWIDE INSTRUCTIONAL
DESIGN SYSTEM (WIDS)
USER GROUP
Concourse Hote
Madison, WI ; www.wids.org

October 29-Nov. 1, 2008
ACCT ANNUAL
CONGRESS (ACCT)
The American Promise:
Combating Poverty through
Education — The Role of
Community College Trustees
New York, NY
(202) 775-4667
congress@acct.org
www.acct.org

November 2-4, 2008
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT
“Finding New Routes to
Students Success”
Albany, N.Y.
www.ncsdonline.org/Conference/
conferenceInfo.html

October 30-31, 2008
SUCCESSFUL TEACHING
CONFERENCE INSTITUTE FOR
COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DEVELOPMENT
Ithaca, NY
www.iccd.cornell.edu/iccd/glp/map/org
anizationalIntegrity/SuccesfulTeachingConference2008.html

November 3-6, 2008
AIFT© APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY
FACILITATOR TRAINING
Springfield, Massachusetts
Sponsored by:
Company of Experts.net,
AACC and NCSPOD
(760) 327-4180;
Natalie@CompanyofExperts.net or
www.CenterforAppreciativeInquiry.net
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November 13-15, 2008
13TH ANNUAL NATIONAL LEARNING
COMMUNITY CONFERENCE
“Connecting in the Community”
Kansas City, MO
www.mcckc.edu/learningcommunities.asp; 816-759-1380
November 5-8, 2008
42ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
COUNCIL FOR RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT
Washington, D.C.
www.crdnet.org/pubs/
Annual_Conference.cfm
November 5-8, 2008
RESEARCH AND PRACTICE:
EMBRACING CONNECTIONS
Association for the Study of
Higher Education (ASHE)
Jacksonville, FL
www.ashe.ws/2008conference.html
November 8-11, 2008
ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
Community College Business Officers
Corpus Christi, TX
www.ccbo.org/conference/index.html
November 14-16, 2008
2008 ANNUAL CONVENTION
National Organization for
Associate Degree Nursing
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
www.noadn.org
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